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that the Houfe have a power of expulfion, but 
it is clear from the reafon of the thing that they 
ought to have fuch a power. Otherwife the 
moit unworthy and unfit Reprefentatives may 
fit in Parliament, to the difgrace and detri- 
ment of the nation. Since it 1s not pretended 
that any fuch power is, or can be, lodged 
any where el{e. 

But to admit their right of expelling, and 
argue that the Member expelled may be re- 
elected that Parliament, is to contend for the 
groffeft abfurdity imaginable ; it would ex- 
pole the judicature of the Houfe of Commons 
to the moft flagrant infult and contempt ; it 
would render the determination of the Houle 
of Commons totally nugatory, if the Mem- 
ber, whom they expelled to-day, fhould be 
forced upon them again to-morrow. Should 
fuch an extravagant abiurdity be once ad- 
mitted, the determinations of the Houfe of 
Commons, which is a Court of Judicature, 
from whence there lics no appeal, would in 
fact become of lef$ weight and authority than 
the loweft Court now exiiting. 

No man therefore, who means to argue {e- 
riou!ly and candidly, will contend that a 
Member expelled to-day is capable of being 
elected the next day. For by whom is he ex- 
» sed? Why by the people of Great Britain 
avembled by their Repreientatives. —And 
Shall a part of the people, fhall the ele&tors of 
a particular county fay,—We will not be 
bound by the judgment-of the majority - We 
will elest no other to reprefent us than the 
perfon expelcd? Shall they be at liberty to 
reftore xn, who had no power to expel him ? 
Certainly no 

Supnofe, for the fake of argument, that the 

, balteat of being allembled by their Re- 
ves, liad been perfoaally convened. 

Ougi in Sich: cai2 every man would have 
aright of heine present at an affembly where 
his 1 inter it, among chat of others, 
is in wg.tation, \ct will any one fay that he 
may not forieit taat right by ‘ndecorum, 
by treachery, by immorality, &c. ? And 
are not the majority of the uilembly the fole 
Judges of ius fimefs to continue a JVlember ? 
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If they judge him incapable, may they not 
expel him ; and can he ever acquire a feat in 
that Affembly again, againft the fenfe of the 
majority ? 

It is the fame where a Member is expelled 
by the Reprefentative body. They whom he 
reprefents have no power of obtruding him 
into the national Affembly again; againft the 
fenfe of the majority. For it is to be ob- 
ferved, that, though every Member is chofen 
by a particular county or borough, yet, as is” 
juttly obferved by Lord Coke and others, 
when in Parliament, he ferves for the whole 
nation. Confequently he ought not to fit 
in Parliament, againit the fenfe of the ma- 
jority in that nation, expreffed by their Re- 
prefentatives. 

If, for want of proper information, or due 
confideration of the nature of the offence, the 
caufe of expuliion fhould net, in the appre- 
henfion of the elestors, be fufficient to war- 
rant {uch a punifhment, yet they are neverthe- 
lefs bound by the determination of the majo- 
rity in the Reprefentative body, to whom they 
have refigned their right of private judgment 
in this inftance, and who are, and ought to be 
the fole Judges in fuch cafes. 

Though the Houfe cannot, and God for- 
bid they ever fhould, fay whom the electors 
fhall chufe, yet they may declare who by law 
are not to be chofen: And, by expelling a 
Member, they declare, without faying more, 
that he is incapable of being eleted for that 
Parliament. 

There cannot be a ftvonger inftance that, in 
the general fenfe of mankind, fuch incapacity 
is the neceflary effect of expulfion, than that 
of there having never been any attempt made 
to re-elect one in the fame Parliament, out of 
the very many who have been expelled, except 
in the ling'e inftance of R. Walpole, F{q; and 
then the Houfe declared the effect of their 
vote of expullion.—The author proceeds to 
argue very judicioufiy upon this head ; but, as 
his arguments would lead beyoud the bounds 
we have prefcribed for ourfelves in this abftragt, 
we refer {uch of our readers,who are curious to 
know more of the matter, to the book itfelf. 
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PREFACE, 


AND 


ILLustraTion of the FRONTISPIECE. 


FXO AE Proprietors of the Univerfal Macazine 
ALPE of Knowledge and Pleafure greet their Friends, with 
xe T €3¥ all the good Wifhes that ufually ufher in the New 
pias bey oe enter — the tale mee her 

of their Colleétion, and flatter themfelves that its 
Conftitution, as hitherto it has been, fo it ftill will be found, 
found and unimpaired, hale and vigorous, and far from betray-. 
ing any of thofe Symptoms of Decay, which are the ufual Con- 
comitants of Length of Time. 


For the Permanency of this Life, and of thofe Spirits, they 
are as much indebted to the Encouragement of the Public, as 
to the Law they have impofed upon themfelves to merit it, by 
feeking after the Uti/e and the Dulce; that is, by adopting chiefly 
Matters of folid Inftruction, together with the Embellifhments 
of ufeful and agreeable Knowledge, without gaping after the 
Inanity of temporary Trifles, or paying futile Adulation to the 
Caprices of any Party or Faction. By fuch Tenour of Conduct, 
they hope always to ftand; without it, they fhould totter or fall.’ 
Their Readers and Correfpondents feem ta chime in with their 
Sentiments ; and, if at any Time they meet with Solicitations 
to divert them from fo juft and true a Byafs, Silence fhews 
their Difapprobation of the Meafure, as a Solecifm, or rather 
Incongruity in the Principles they would be directed-by. ~ 
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Their Temper thus known, they have only to add, that they 
thank the Public for the good Reception of their Magazine 
during the Courfe of the laft Year, full of Expectation that their 
Endeavours to purfue the fame Track of pleafing will obtain 
a Continuance of the Favour for the prefent. They alfo return 
Thanks to fuch of their Correfpondents, who have, agreeably 
to their Plan, obliged them with fome Articles of an interefting 
Natuge: And to other Correfpondents they muft excufe them- 
{glves. for not giving their Productions a Place, either upon Ac- 
count of their Levity, or becaufe, though good in the main 
and admiffible, thefe Gentlemen are not fatisfied, unlefs they take 
in the intire Circle of periodical Publications, and appear in 
all of them at once. A Correfpondent of this Sort muft be con- 
tented to remain with us, or be rejected, as foon as he deferts his 
Colours. 


The Frontispiece for the pre/ent Volume is applicable to the 
Times. Notwithftanding all the gracious Intentions of Majefty 
on one Side, and the benevolent Difpofitions: of fome Well- 
wifhers to the Profperity of their Country on the other, . they 
cannot help lamenting, that felfifh Minds are ftill watching all 
Opportunities to avail themfelves of the Diftreffes of their Fel- 
low-Subjects ; whilft others, equally rapacious, are bent upon 
gratifying luxurious Extravagance by the moft finifter Arts. 
All thefe Ills Brirannia, views, and is quite dejected and dif- 
mayed at them, defpairing to find Redrefs. But the Godde/s of 
Wispom ftretches out a helping Hand to her, confoles her, and 
acquaints her, that healing Meafures. will foon be taken, and 
vigoroufly. purfued, by fome true patriotic Hearts to extricate 
her from all her Difficulties. Time brings forth to-Light thofe 
illuftrious Acts from a fubterraneous Grot lying behind him, 
and History is ordered to tranfmit them to grateful Pofterity. 


. Fhe Proprietors leave to the Readers to frame to themfelves 
fuch political Knowledge from this emblematical Frontifpiece 
as they think proper: But, as unfolding Schemes of Politics is 
not fo much their Concern, the following Di/courfe aptly turns 
on. the Powers that ennoble or debafe the Soul, by being fuffered 
$0 act upon her, 
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